Introduced by Council Member Yarborough; co-sponsored by Council Members Bishop, Gaffney, Jones, Joost, Boyer, Holt, Redman, Lumb, Carter, Schellenberg, Anderson & Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2012-360
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING EBENEZER GUJJARLAPUDI FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE CITY, PARTICULARLY AS DIRECTOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ebenezer Gujjarlapudi was born in India, earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Osmania University in India and a master’s degree in environmental engineering from Texas A&M University; and


WHEREAS, after serving as an environmental investigator for the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission and an environmental engineer for Black and Veatch Corporation in Kansas and Jacksonville, Mr. Gujjarlapudi joined the City of Jacksonville as an environmental engineer in the Public Works Department’s Solid Waste Division in 2003; and


WHEREAS, in January 2005 Ebenezer was promoted to Chief of the Environmental Quality Division and in November 2006 was appointed Director of the Environmental Resource Management Department by Mayor John Peyton; and 


WHEREAS, under the direction of Mr. Gujjarlapudi, the Animal Care and Protective Services Division under his supervision was transformed into an industry leader with best practices recognized throughout the state and across the nation, and was recognized as the Outstanding Agency in Florida in 2011; and


WHEREAS, under Ebenezer’s leadership the City’s Ash Remediation Program and Project New Ground have helped those affected portions of the City of Jacksonville move from the practices of the past into a revitalized landscape of healthy property and new business opportunities; and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of Mr. Gujjarlapudi, the City of Jacksonville continued to excel in its ability to protect public health and the environment through the implementation of comprehensive environmental programs that include delegation agreements with the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency, thereby serving the best interests of the local community in a timely and cost effective manner; and

WHEREAS, under the vision and strong advocacy of Ebenezer Gujjarlapudi, the City Jacksonville has implemented Sustainability Initiatives designed to conserve water, promote energy efficiency, build and renovate sustainable buildings, increase the fuel efficiency of the City fleet, and educate the public on sustainable practices, thereby serving to pave the way for the City of Jacksonville to serve in a leadership role in sustainability programs; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gujjarlapudi has announced his departure from the City for new professional challenges; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Ebenezer Gujjarlapudi for his outstanding work for the City, most particularly as Director of the Environmental and Compliance Department, and wishes him the very best of personal and professional success as he leaves the City for new challenges.  His professionalism, cooperative spirit and concern for the best interests of the public will are greatly appreciated.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/ Steven E. Rohan _____ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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